
Dear Parents,

Welcome to 2021!  The new year provides everyone with an opportunity to begin again and I am excited for 
the second half of the 2020-2021 school year.  In effort to be proactive with communication, I would like to 
continue with my monthly emails that I had been sharing before the pandemic.  These emails stopped last 
March as my correspondence moved to weekly, or as needed, to keep everybody up to date.  Now that we 
have established a flow for the school year, I would like to get back to more traditional methods of 
communication.  As a result, I will be sending the monthly overviews again for the rest of the school year.  I 
want to make sure that you are aware of events and all of the great things happening at New Glarus High 
School.

As always, if you have any concerns, please feel free to contact me at:

Dr. Jeff Eichelkraut, Principal 
608-527-5514 (office phone) 
jeff.eichelkraut@ngsd.k12.wi.us

Helpful Links For Parents-

New Glarus High School Blog
Senior Year Resources
College and Career Readiness Standards at New Glarus High School
New Glarus High School Sports Calendar

Quote of the Month for January

“I love beginnings.  If I were in charge of calendars, every day would be January 1.” 
~ Jerry Spinelli

Celebrations From The First Trimester Of The School Year

The week of January 4th was our 16th week of the school year.  We have been able to offer in 
person learning for 13 of those weeks and we have not experienced any community spread of 
COVID-19 within our building.
NGHS had two National Merit Scholar Semifinalists- Ben Copeland and Merrick Fong.
NGHS had several participants in the WSMA Honors Ensembles, Band and Orchestra.

Ben Copeland participated in the Honors Jazz Ensemble.
Sam Copeland participated in the Honors Mixed Choir.
Rebekah Talley and Zander Hauser performed in the Middle Level Honors Band.
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Adi Bhattacharya performed in the Middle Level Honors Orchestra.
Ms. Amy Doefer, NGHS/MS Band Director, was named to WSMA Middle Level State Honors Band 
Saxophone Coach, a three-year appointment.
NGHS has two State Officers who are currently serving.  Kortney Peterson is the State FCCLA 
Vice President of Competitive Events and Devin Schneider is the State Vice President 
Representative for Division 4.
NHS and Skills USA donated over 1,700 lbs of food and $200 to Green Cares Food Pantry.
Senior Jaylynn Benson scored her 1,000th point in basketball. 

NGHS School Goals

Our goal as a school is to have 100% of our students be college and career ready; 90% of our students at a 
proficient or advanced level; and 75% of our students reaching their growth targets.  Despite the changes in 
our school year, these goals are still our focus as a school.

Helping Your Student With Virtual Learning

Virtual learning can be challenging at times, but it is a necessity for the 2020-2021 school year.   There are 
definitely benefits to this mode of instruction, including but not limited to preparing each student for post-
secondary virtual options.  In our model, there is no expectation that parents have to teach their students the 
materials as all the materials are available through Canvas.  The lessons and instructions are there for 
students to watch.  Parents can assist students by doing the following:

Encouraging students to engage in the material.
Providing a study location for students to do their work.
Helping students to establish a daily routine for doing their school work.  I have encouraged 
students to have an 8:30-11:00 a.m./12:30-3:00 p.m. schedule and to commit to working on 
schoolwork during that time.
Encourage students to reach out to their teachers when they have questions.  Academic 
perseverance is key during this time and students are going to have challenging moments.  During 
those times, please encourage students to stay the course and reach out to their teachers via 
email to ask their questions.

Student Senate/Student Assembly Update

Student Senate/Student Assembly has met twice this year and will be meeting monthly on Parent/Teacher 
Conference nights for the remainder of the year.  The members that participated in the first meeting in 
November suggested that all students be able to attend and I will be inviting students to the meeting via 
email.  At our first two meetings, we have discussed the Fall Student Surveys and ways to grow at New 



Glarus High School, ways to assist struggling students with virtual learning, and how to continue to build and 
keep connections with school and other students.  Our next meeting will be Monday, January 25th.

ESports League of Legends Looking For Participants

New Glarus High School has an Esports League of Legends team that is looking for participants for the 
spring season.  Practice begins in February and any student who enjoys playing video games is welcome to 
join.  If you are interested, please contact Mr. Porwoll at patrick.porwoll@ngsd.k12.wi.us.

Organizations and Clubs Are Active During 2020-2021

In addition to Student Senate/Student Assembly and Esports, other organizations are moving forward through 
the pandemic.  FFA has been active and has had several events including an outdoor Packer Party and their 
annual fruit sale.  FCCLA has hosted several contests and has been preparing for STAR events.  Band and 
Choir are preparing for the virtual Solo and Ensemble competition in spring.  Student Council hosted the 
virtual Veteran’s Day program, and several Halloween contests.  Math Team competed in the Capitol 
Conference Math Meet and placed 5th overall.  National Honor Society and SkillsUSA completed the holiday 
food drive.  As we move into winter, there will be the Battle of the Books competition and Mock Trial.  Despite 
the pandemic, there are still many ways for students to be involved at New Glarus High School and if your 
student is interested in a club or organization, please have them reach out to the adviser for more 
information.  If you do not know who to contact, please reach out to me.

New Glarus High School Library Updates

Happy New Year! If one of your New Year's resolutions is to do more reading, the library has some great 
resources to help!  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to Ms. McBride-Moench at 
katie.mcbridemoench@ngsd.k12.wi.us.

Ebooks and Audiobooks are available at: soarapp.com/welcome
There are virtual book recommendations, book previews, and read aloud at: 
https://sites.google.com/ngsd.k12.wi.us/lmc/virtual-bookshelf
Students can email me to have books set out for pickup, as well as for test prep materials, help 
with research, and any other questions they may have!

PBIS Update For January

In effort to recognize the great efforts of students, the PBIS team has converted Knight Cash over to a virtual 
bank account and students can earn Knight Cash through their classes.  Once students reach 40 Knight 
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Cash, they will be invited to spend it at the Knight Store which will feature Knight apparel, gift cards, and other 
items.  Students can earn Knight Cash through their classes as well as by watching the weekly 
announcements.  The high school also has drawings every other week for all students.

ACT Testing Will Be In March For All Juniors

Junior students will be taking the ACT test on Tuesday, March 9th at New Glarus High School.  All 
arrangements will be shared with students and families over the course of the next month or so.  Students 
should mark their calendars for ACT testing on March 9th!

PE Exemption For Students

The New Glarus Board of Education recently approved a minor change to Policy 5460 so students who want 
to waive a Phy Ed course by participating in a WIAA sport can do so retroactively. Due to sports being 
cancelled last spring and being tentative this year, we wanted to allow our students to use a previous WIAA 
season to fulfill this requirement.  If you are interested in using a season retroactively, please contact 
Stephanie Way at stephanie.way@ngsd.k12.wi.us.

Mark Your Calendars-

Hours 1 & 2 (All Mondays are virtual days for all students) 
Monday, January 4th-Friday, January 8th                            M-Z

Hours 3 & 4 (All Mondays are virtual days for all students) 
Monday, January 11th-Friday, January 15th                        A-L 
Monday, January 18th-Friday, January 22nd                       M-Z 
(Inservice on January 18th; No School) 
Monday, January 25th-Friday, January 29th                        A-L 
Monday, February 1st-Friday, February 5th                        M-Z

Hours 5 & 6 (All Mondays are virtual days for all students) 
Monday, February 8th-Friday, February 12th                      A-L 
Monday, February 15th-Friday, February 19th                    M-Z 
(Vacation on Monday, February 15th; No School) 
Monday, February 22-Friday, February 26th                       A-L 
Monday, March 1- Friday, March 5th                                  M-Z
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